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the remembrance that that day was the anniversary of the battle
of the Boyne filled every Ulstennan's heart with certainty of
victory."1
The Ulstermen swept over No Man's Land so close behind the
bombardment of their guns that they were into the enemy
trenches before the Germans could get well out of their dug-outs,
and, sending back their prisoners as they took them, they swept
on to the capture of the Schwaben Redoubt which lay between
Thiepval and St. Pierre Divion; but these two strong points
being still held by the enemy, a terrible flanking fire was poured
in upon them from either side. Thus the 108th and the 109th
Brigades were brought to a stand; but the 107th which had been
held in reserve was sent through them, and advanced with such
rapidity that they ran into their own barrage within a hundred
yards of the enemy's second position, which nevertheless some
survivors reached and entered at several points.
Thus the 36th Division had penetrated between the strong-
holds of Thiepval and St. Pierre Divion and taken the plateau
between and up into the second position, but there they lay
strung out on the open ground. The division, says the historian,
" resembled a head and shoulders thrust into the German posi-
tion." It was a head held in chancery by the two strong German
points from which, and from the lines still in front, the enemy
poured in upon them a converging machine-gun and artillery
fire. Thus they hung on, or those who were left of them; many
of the battalions had lost all the officers with them; some were
mere remnants; ammunition was running short; and the German
infantry were pressing in upon the Schwaben Redoubt.
There was no passing the No Man's Land behind them even
by single messengers; the one sunken track leading through it
was commanded by the machine guns of Thiepval and came to
be known as the Bloody Road owing to the mass of dead heaped
up in it at the end of the day.
In this terrible position the Ulstermen held on^ fighting
desperately for the ground occupied, while the British on the
right tried in vain to take Thiepval by direct assault. There was,
1 Official History of the War: France and Belgium, 1916, p. 404.. On 1st July
(Old Style) the battle of the Boyne was fought although the anniversary is
nowadays kept on the 12th.